
DM 11-
Elements & 
Principles of 

Design



Learning about 
FONTS & 
TYPOGRAPHY
What is a font? 
The language of lettering!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Serif fonts are distinguishable by the extra decorative line (style endings) at the ends of the character (examples of serif fonts are Times Roman and Georgia )



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sans serif do not have the extra decorative lines. (examples of sans serif fonts are Arial and Impact )



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Roman Style, a “thick and thin” letter, often has thickness in different stem places. It usually has “serifs” on each stem end.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Script is a “connected” letter style, can be thick and thin or even thickness. It usually is “italic” or slanted. It is a very graceful, decorative style.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unusual or “trademark” text styles are unique and creative. They can be created for specific company logos and are usually copyright protected.



Is the path 
of a 
moving 
point.

LINE





SHAPE
A two-dimensional 

enclosed area



GEOMETRIC
SHAPES
Have clear edges and 
angles ex. square, 
circle, triangle



ORGANIC
SHAPES
Are irregular shapes or 
shapes found in nature



POSITIVE & 
NEGATIVE 
SPACE
around a shape(s)

Positive - area that 
objects occupy
Negative - area 
around objects



Where is the 
negative space?



Using only black, 
white and greys 
to create art 

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

NO COLOUR



C
O

LO
R



The color wheel 
was the first 
organized system 
of colors. It is still 
used to illustrate 
the relation 
between colors.

COLOUR WHEEL



PRIMARY
COLOURS

SECONDARY 
COLOURS



Complete the color 
wheel to 12 basic 
colors. The 6 tertiary 
colors are created 
by mixing one 
primary color with 
an equal part 
adjacent, 
secondary color.

The TERTIARY COLORS



The colors on the 
color wheel can also 
be described by 
its tints, tones & shade
s depending on if you 
blend them with 
white, gray or black.

COLOUR WHEEL



BLENDED WITH 
WHITE= TINTS





BLENDED WITH 
GREY= TONES





BLENDED WITH 
BLACK= SHADES







WHAT ABOUT 
BROWN?

Brown is a dark orange or neutral red 
hue a composite color made by 
combing red, black and yellow.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hue- colour or shade







Can you remember 
them all?



Monochromatic
Using ONE color, 

and various values of 
that color to create 

art



Cool Colors
Greens, Blues, Purples
Think “water”

Warm Colors
Reds, Pinks, Yellows, Oranges

Think “fire”



Complementary 
Colors
Colors that appear 
directly across from one 
another on the color 
wheel. 

Orange & Blue

Green & Red

Yellow & Violet

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show this as the kids create their own colour wheel. 













TEXTURE
An element of art that refers to the way things feel, or look
as if they might feel if touched.



SPACE:
Distance or 
area around, 
between, 
behind a 3-D 
object



In 2-D artworks, use of 
perspective adds an illusion of 

visual space



PRINCIPLES OF ART

1. Balance
2. Movement
3. Rhythm/Repetition/Pattern
4. Emphasis
5. Contrast
6. Proportion
7. White Space

What we do with the elements of design



Balance & 
Alignment
Without balance, your 
audience will feel as if 
their eye is sliding off 
the page.



Movement
Movement is controlling 
the elements in a 
composition so that the 
eye is led to move from 
one to the next and the 
information is properly 
communicated to your 
audience



Repetition
Repetition unifies and 
strengthens a design.



Emphasis
What is the first piece of 
information my 
audience needs to 
know?



Contrast
Contrast is what people 
mean when they say a 
design “pops.”



Proportion
Proportion is the visual 
size and weight of 
elements in a 
composition and how 
they relate to each 
other



White 
Space
White space (or 
negative space) is the 
only one that 
specifically deals with 
what you don’t add. 
White space is exactly 
that—the empty page 
around the elements in 
your composition
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