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Assignment: Comparing Colleges
Your first assignment in your Excel unit will require you to conduct research and create a spreadsheet of your researched results.  The final step will be to print your document to “show your parents” the options you have researched as your post-secondary options in hopes that they will help you financially. Bonus: this project may actually save you some time with Careers 10!
Your spreadsheets should be well planned and should look attractive.  You should add graphics to enhance the appearance.  Use shading, colors, font changes, and any other formatting changes that might add to the appearance of your spreadsheet. Remember to make your spreadsheets and charts easy to understand and attractive to look at.
COLLEGES:

You will use the Internet to find information about colleges and universities that you could possibly and realistically attend post-secondary.  Many college sites consist of hundreds of pages containing information about courses, prerequisites, professors, student groups, costs, and even dormitory accommodations.  Some pages even allow you to register online.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Determine where you would like to attend college and the type of program that interests you. These do not need to be written down anywhere other than your spreadsheet. Organize your thoughts and information however you see fit. 
2. You will research four (4) colleges/universities of your choice, using the internet, Post-high school center, catalogs or view books, gathering financial information (costs) regarding each of the schools and then create your own spreadsheet with the information researched. 

3. Take notes on your research including: tuition, fees, room and board, and number of students, programs/departments etc.. that attend each college.

4. Design a rough draft of your information gathered and what your spreadsheet will look like. 
5. Next, set up a table in Excel that lists the information in the categories displayed below
	Requirements:

	4 Colleges including:  

· Tuition per semester

· Books per semester

· Room and board per semester

· Fees per semester

· Miscellaneous costs per semester (?)

· Total undergraduate enrollment (number of students that attend)

· Arrangement 

(HINT: arrange your spreadsheet so that the college titles are the row headings and the costs are the column headings)

	Formulas to calculate:

· Total cost, per semester, and per year--per college
· Average cost of books of the colleges you chose

· Maximum cost of tuition of the colleges you chose

· Use an IF function to determine if the colleges are affordable for you to consider.  ie: the total cost of 4 years is greater than $45,000, then no, if not yes.

Chart:

· Create a column chart to compare the total costs of each school. 

· Label the chart to help the reader understand your chart

	Print:

· 1 copy with your numbers (landscape or portrait?) Fits on one page?

· 1 copy showing your formulas (landscape or portrait?) Fits on one page?

· Print the chart with appropriate labels, titles, and legend

	A                          86-100
	B                               73-85
	C+                              67- 72
	C                                   60-66

	Student completed required elements of this assignment/project and provided extensions what was being asked of them. Student added elements and content that were relevant and applicable to their piece and fully understood the concepts that were being taught and can apply them to the future
	Student completed required elements of this assignment and was able to elaborate on those requirements being asked.  Student understood the basics concepts that were being taught in this assignment. Student understands the importance of the topic.
	Student completed most of the required elements of this assignment and was able to elaborate on the requirements that were completed.  Student understands the basic concepts and would could apply some aspects of those concepts to the future but could not provide extensions or apply the theory.
	Student completed some of the required elements of this assignment.  Student understands the basics of the topic however, they would struggle to use these concepts in their assignment and would not be able to execute the skills in future projects.    
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